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The Victoria

time and place. It connotes aristocracy,
dignity and long-held traditions. The
Victoria Apartments was, from its opening in
1921, the last word in accommodations for
people giving up their homes for apartments
or not wishing to take on the burden of a large
¥ family home — but also not willing to give up
some of the luxuries.
At the Victoria, you could still be catered
to. You could bring your maid, who would live
in a room in the basement of the building. You
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could leave your garbage in the little closet
that opened onto the hallway and have it
picked up discretely. The dairyman would de-
liver fresh milk and groceries in the same way,
so tradesmen needn’t disturb residents.
While some of the services have disap-
peared (the maids’ rooms in the basement are
now self-storage and apartments), the Victoria
is still a prestige address. Distinguished ar-
chitect John Graham Sr. designed the hand-
some brick building in a U-shape surrounding
a great landscaped courtyard that opens up

Ap artments

At a Queen Anne landmark, gracious living has always been in style

to West Highland Drive. Durm;, renovation
in 1988, the building survived a fire that de-
stroyed or damaged much of the west wing.
Owner Long Associates invested $3.4 mi
to repair and restore the Victoria. Even small
details were not overlooked, such as restor-
ing hand-painted crests on each door.

In 1995, the rear of the site, facing West
Comstock, was developed into the Victoria
Town Homes, a group of 10 attached English-
style town houses designed by the Mithun
Partners. At the same time, the 54 units in>
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Combining
apartments has
opened the two
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Closets and

an illuminated
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Buy 6 Get 2 Free!
Save on Villeroy & Boch

} Buy more, save more on accessories too!

Buy 6 dinner plates, salad plates, rim soups or mugs and receive 2 free.
Buy 2 accessories and save an extra 10%, buy 3 and save an extra 20%,
buy 4 and save an extra 25% off our everyday low prices. Save on all current
patterns including Intarsia and the following import patterns: Botanica,
Design Naif & Manoir. Additional savings on Villeroy & Boch flatware—
buy 2 five-piece place settings and get the third one free.

Sale ends June 3, 2001.

2, Silver & Crystal

SHOP

NOW IN ONE LOCATION
Street - Bellevue - 425-462-4491 - 800-759-5817
10-6, Sun. 12—5 - www.chinasilvercrystal.com

NORTHWEST LIVING

A French chest with ormolu and marble top greets visitors in the entrance Jfoyer.

Beyond in the living room are English leaded- and stained-glass cabinet doors with

fabric backing.

the historic building were transformed
into condominiums.

While they had a perfectly adequate
home in Madison Park, Linda Cody and
Richard Nelson were captivated by the
historic apartment building — so much
so that they bought one unit in April
2000 and the adjoining one in June. By
combining the two, they found them-
selves with 4,000 square feet of space
and marvelous natural light from three
directions — not to mention south- and
west-facing views of Elliott Bay.

Their primary challenge was opening
up walls and combining the two nearly
mirror-image units with some sense of
order and without losing the character-
defining features of the well-propor-
tioned rooms. In fact, the units were
slightly different. The west unit com-
prised two bedrooms, two baths, library,
living, dining and kitchen. The east unit
didn’t have a library or a fireplace.

The couple maintained the living
room with fireplace and dining room in
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the west wing and combined that
kitchen and one of the bedrooms into an
enlarged kitchen and breakfast- area.
The back hall leads to a guest suite and a
powder room.

The former east living room became
the master bedroom, where 19th-cen-
tury taste is reflected in Scalamandré
wallpapers and a canopied Edwardian
bed with upholstered headboard and
sides.

The adjoining dining room became an
elegant dressing room and the former
kitchen is now a marble-faced bathroom.
Off the hallway in this part of the unit
are a room for Cody and a “quiet” room
for Nelson, a senior test pilot for Boe-
ing whose erratic schedule and jet lag
makes a “re-entry” room a necessity.

Designer Turner Helton managed to
merge the units by removing only two
walls, one between the dining and living
rooms and the other dividing the two en-
trance halls. These are now combined
into a gracious foyer with matching >




NORTHWEST LIVING

crystal chandeliers. Where once there were clos-
ets serving the two apartments, now there is a bar-
rel-vaulted central space with cove lighting.

Working within the guidelines of the condomini-

um association, dealing with the structural limita-
tions of the historic masonry structure and discov-
ering a few hidden surprises during the renovation
process provided challenges and opportunities for
the owners and designer. Not the least of these was
discovering that ceiling joists were inconsistently
run in different directions from one location to
another and that they were randomly spaced. Neat-
ly laid-out plans for lighting quickly shifted to drilling
holes in various locations to see where the lights
might go.
Similar surprises awaited when it was time to
plumb for the new bathroom. Because the east
apartment was located above one of the building’s
entrance doors, the space they expected to find be-
low the floors just wasn’t there. They had to re-
route plumbing through an adjacent bedroom,
which was to be Cody’s study. The built-out sec-
tions of the south and east walls that encase the
plumbing line inspired a creative solution: custom
bookcases and a ledge below the windows.

The owners had lived for some time in (and
were accustomed to) sun-drenched Texas, and
Helton was challenged to maximize the natural p
light and to augment it with a large amount of ar- - - .
tificial lighting. East, south and west exposures The living room is an eclectic mix of traditional furniture, antiques and Oriental rugs. Views are to the south
already provide wonderful day-lit rooms.

and west.

» . Electronic clock and timer contros
e Infra-red gas broiler ¢ 2 Year warranty

Lpn ure Pro Range Special

' Purchase any size Dacor Epicure Pro
' Range and complete your kitchen with
. your choice of the following:

. Dacor 24" Epicure Warming Oven
o Full extension drawer ¢ 4 hour timer

. o Moist/Crisp control

. Retail value up to $860 OR

. Dacor Microwave Oven and Trim Kit
« Model DM024S with either 27" or 30" trim kit

¢ Easy one-touch operation
* 1.8 cu.ft. capacity 1100 watts Froaram ofter good on,

’ ] Retail value up lo $720 through June 30, 2001,
LEE DISTRIBUTORS INC www.bradlee net .
AVAILABLE THROUGH THESE FINE DEALERS:

Couch’s Appllance & Furnlshmgs o Fife Arnold’s Appliance ® Bellevue Almvig’s Appliance ¢ Seattle
" Frederick’s Appliance « Redmond Direct Buying Service » Seattle Crossroad’s Appliance ¢ Bellevue
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- rangement of windows in the Victoria hallways *

Helton took his cues from the original ar-

abutting the stair halls. He incorporated a vari-
ety of interior leaded windows and French doors
to have natural light from rooms filter into the

 hallways. By choosing opalescent, gold-toned

and mirrored glass for various purposes, his
goal of providing light while maintaining privacy
has been achieved. He also tackled what had
been long and monotonous hallways by breaking
them up with portals crowned with leaded glass
transoms.

Helton’s talents in salvaging leaded- and

~ stained-glass doors and finding appropriate period

lighting and hardware show off in every room.
Beautiful crested stained-glass doors have been
added to a cabinet in the living room. Original sol-
id doors were doctored with leaded-glass inserts
and reused.

The various rooms are tied together with a
warm color palette ranging from yellows and mus-
tards to sage and olive greens.

“] am not interested in something modern,
clean and sterile,” says Cody, a pharmacist. “It
reminds me of hospitals where I have worked.” @

Lawrence Kreisman is program director for His-

toric Seattle. He serves on the Seattle Landmarks

Preservation Board and is author of “Made to

L&uﬂ."‘ Historic Preservation in Seattle and King
U. ”

Viewpoints on Seattle

he Victoria Apartments will be

featured in an hour-long Focus tour
May 17, part of the 2001 Viewpoints
walking-tour program of the Seattle
Architectural Foundation. Other Focus
tours will look at Harbor Steps in Seattle,
Ballard High School, Millennium Tower,
the Microsoft Conference Center, REI
headquarters, University of Washington
Fisheries and Ocean Sciences Building
and the Seaboard Building in Seattle.
The program also includes three-hour
Explore tours of Belltown, Ballard,
Columbia City, Fremont, Capitol Hill,
downtown Bellevue, Ravenna
bungalows and the rehabilitation of Sam
Israel’s property holdings in Pioneer
Square. Viewpoints also plans to offer a
new series of 112-to-2-hour weekly tours
in downtown Seattle. For information
and a program brochure: 206-667-9186
or www.seattlearchitectural.org.

Closet Than

with this month’s special offer. It's
closets available. With superior
for you in our own factory.

' NoOne Puts MoreInto

J.gilbert footwear
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 DISCOVER

A BETTER WAY

BRING BRILLIANCE
TO ANY ROOM IN

YOUR HOME WITH CLASSIC
ANTIQUE REPRODUCTIONS FROM
'ANTIQUE LIGHTING COMPANY.
CHECK WITH OUR EXPERTS FOR BRIGHT
IDEAS IN LIGHTING, THEN CHOOS

CTION OF ANTIQUE REPLICAS.

AREA'S LARGEST SE
OR SELECT A CUSTOM MADE DESIGN NOT FOUND ANYWHERE ELSE.

[Q] anTiQuUE LicHTING comrany [g]

SHOP ON-LINE AT: antiquelighting.com
SHOWROOM OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY
- 8214 Greenwood Avenue North. Seattle. 206-622-8298
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;[F]ND YOUR FURNITURE IN CANADA AND
GET 50% EXCHANGE ON YOUR US. DOLLAR.

-

Our 100,000 Sq. Ft. showroom
galleries boasts elegant furniture
from more than 200 top manufactur-
ers. Browse the gallery settings to
find the furniture of your dreams.
Then, if you live in the Seattle area,
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877.767.5777
(CALL TOLL FREE)

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
5520 MINORU BLVD.+7511 ALDERBRIDGE WAY « RICHMOND, BC
HRS: M-T-WED 9:30-5:30 » TH-FRI 9:30-9:00 SAT 10:00-6:00 = SUN 11:00-5:00

—— 604.273.8349

enjoy our free in-home delivery.
The other good news: you pay no
CDN duty or taxes when you buy
from Paramount or Samuels!
Call us toll free for more
information.

RENEIS

(CALL COLLECT)
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